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While foreign 
tourists flock 
to the beautiful 
beaches of 
Samui and 
Phuket from 
all over the 
globe, for 
those living in 
Bangkok it is 
easy to forget 
that there are 
gems right 
outside your 
own doorstep.
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complex is situated near the small town of 

Pranburi a few kilometeres south of Hua Hin on 

the way to the dramatic ‘Sam Roi Yot’ National 

Park. In Thai ‘Sam Roi Yot’ means the place 

of ‘Three Hundred Peaks’. That gives some 

indication of the drama of the 

surrounding scenery.  

 Although popular with urban Thais for 

a century, Hua Hin is becoming increasingly 

popular with foreign residents and tourists alike 

looking for a change from the glitz of Phuket or 

the frenetic energy of Pattaya. Sandy beaches 

and beautiful, rugged hills lie within a few 

short kilometers of one of the most historic and 

charming seaside towns in the whole of the 

country. Pranburi with its warm, conservative 

local residents boasts an environment 

interesting and attractive to all. The importance 

placed on cleanliness and safety as well as 

hospitality by both Thais and foreigners creates 

a charm specific only to Pranburi.

Authentically Thai
 Only two hours drive from the city, 

Hua Hin is a place world famous for its seafood 

and the dignity of its royal heritage. Fantastic 

though the seafood is the surrounds of Hua Hin 

offer a lot more than is often advertised. In fact 

the Hua Hin area offers just about everything 

for which Thailand is renowned. Beaches, 

waterfalls, temples, mountains, wildlife and a 

traditional, intimate elegance of architecture all 

contribute to define this place. In many resort 

areas of Thailand, much of what is ‘Thai’ has 

been swamped by the sheer weight of the neon, 

frenetic, cosmopolitan influx that runway success 

as a tourist destination brings. Hua Hin still 

retains a languid authenticity all of its own that 

is utterly Thai in nature. 

 Catching the mood of the area and 

channeling it into a new luxury residential project 

called MODENA Condos, is 40-year-old Danish 

developer, Jon Plate. The ocean front MODENA 
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HUA HIN

Jon Plate
Developer of MODENA



Peace and Privacy 
 Jon defines the aesthetic behind MODENA as 

‘barefoot luxury’. “Barefoot luxury because Modena is in 

tune with the nature surrounding it. It is a relaxed, beachy 

sanctuary cooled by the gentle breeze from the sea. It is 

a place to enjoy calm, contemplate the mountains and 

forget the hectic bustle of the city.”

 With studios starting at 3.3 million THB, 

MODENA is not aimed at the super rich millionaire who 

might be attracted to other top-end developments in the 

islands of Thailand. 

 “We’re looking at a cross section of both Thais 

and foreigners who are searching for the kind of peace 

one can find here. There is a wide range of condos on 

offer in terms of both floor space and price.”

 The MODENA project consists of 27 

condominiums ranging from studios to three bedroom 

duplex units. All ground units feature private gardens 

while the two and three bedroom penthouse condos 

situated on the 2nd and 3rd floors offer endless views 

of the Gulf of Thailand to the east and mountains to the 

west. Complementing these are four beachfront pool villas 

complete with sea view and a private pool.

 “We offer secluded privacy if that is what the 

owner wants, but also wide open common areas for those 

who want to socialise. You can relax in the privacy of your 

own place or be part of a community. It is as you wish.”

 For Bangkok residents this sanctuary 

is only a short drive away. “Although island 

destinations are a short flight from Bangkok, 

travel still involves the hassle of logistics, 

bookings, airports and planning. Anyone with 

a young family will understand the stress that 

involves. Getting to Pranburi involves nothing 

more than simply chucking the bags in the 

back of the car and driving out of the city in 

your own time. It can all be done on a whim in 

a spontaneous instant. A couple of hours later 

you are listening to the sea with the wind in your 

hair. With the expressway system Pranburi is very 

easily accessible from any part of Bangkok.”

Modern Culture
 The MODENA Condo project has its 

genesis in Jon Plate’s long held fondness for 

the Kingdom kindled during his first visit in 

1990 whilst working in the shipping business. 

Although he subsequently found success all over 

the world as a financial consultant he always 

wanted to return to Thailand and put down 

roots. Moving into property development in 

Europe, Jon and his wife Emilie made the move 

in 2004 and Jon then set about realising his 

personal vision. 

“We’re looking 
at a cross 
section of 
both Thais and 
foreigners who 
are searching 
for the kind of 
peace one can 
find here.”
Jon Plate
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 In looking for a perfect location he 

followed the priorities of his own family and 

friends in choosing Pranburi.  “I loved it as 

soon as I saw it. Pranburi offers a certain kind 

of thing to a certain kind of person. People 

who don’t need mass tourism. They are trying 

to escape it. They understand Thailand well 

enough to venture out and see new places 

rather than simply enjoying the usual stuff. A 

lot of them come across Pranburi, as I did, and 

realise it is exactly what they are looking for.”

 Once he had the location the next step 

was to implement the vision. 

 “We wanted a design that would fit 

with the relaxed concept and also reflect the 

beauty of the natural surroundings. Something 

that would both blend and fit. That’s why we 

chose the architects, Gfab.”

 Based in Bali, Englishman, Gary Fell 

who started Gfab in 1999 is responsible for 

a series of trailblazing projects across Asia 

where the emphasis has been on marrying 

sleek design with relaxed comfort whilst 

also complementing the character of the 

surrounding environment. 

 “We were looking for an approach that 

could be described as very modern-cultural. It 

is modern but still warm enough for people 

to feel comfortable. With past Gfab projects 

like Samujana in Samui and the Four Seasons 

in Ubud, we saw that Gfab are experts in this 

kind of non-intrusive but luxurious approach.”

 MODENA Condos also hints heavily 

at a Scandinavian architectural tradition 

incorporating clean lines and airy spaces with 

characteristics and concepts symbolic of Gfab. 

“It suits what we wanted to create in terms of 

space as liberty. It’s a kind of modern, tropical 

style that borrows from a Scandinavian feel 

rather than embodying pure Scandinavian 

style in itself. It is also a signature of Gfab. 

We like it because it is minimalist with open 

spaces and high ceilings, but not so minimal 

or so modern that it compromises comfort. 

Comfort and ease require a certain kind of 

casual warmth and that is the real priority.” 

 Hua Hin and its surrounding areas 

are now definitely in the developer’s spotlight. 

Jon believes that responsible municipal 

direction is ensuring that the speed of 

development does not outstrip infrastructure 

capacity. That being the case Pranburi will 

most certainly develop, but what makes it 

special will never change.

“Pranburi offers 
a certain kind 

of thing to a 
certain kind of 
person. People 
who don’t need 
mass tourism.”

Jon Plate

For more information please 
visit www.modenacondos.com or 
contact info@modenacondos.com
Tel: +66(0)84 908 4888
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With special thanks to the 
Metropolitan Bangkok for use of 
their premises for the photo shoot.




